198  THE CUTTING OF AN AGATE
theology, one that he names Wisdom or
Beauty, above Seraphim and Cherubim
and in the very bosom of God, and in the
Faerie Queene it is pagan Venus and her
lover Adonis who create the forms of all
living things and send them out into the
world, calling them back again to the
gardens of Adonis at their lives' end to
rest there, as it seems, two thousand years
between life and life. He began in English
poetry, despite a temperament that de-
lighted in sensuous beauty alone with
perfect delight, that worship of Intellectual
Beauty which Shelley carried to a greater
subtlety and applied to the whole of life.
The qualities, to each of whom he had
planned to give a Knight, he had borrowed
from Aristotle and partly Christianised,
but not to the forgetting of their heathen
birth. The chief of the Knights, who
would have combined in himself the quali-
ties of all the others, had Spenser lived to
finish the Faerie Queene, was King Arthur,
the representative of an ancient quality,
Magnificence. Born at the moment of
change, Spenser had indeed many Puritan
thoughts. It has been recorded that he
cut his hair short and half regretted his